Table 12.3 Types of Seismic Waves

Seismic Wave Abbreviation Description Ground Motion

Primary wave P * Type of body wave
+ First to arrive (fastest)

* Ground squeezes and stretches
in direction of wave travel.

= Travels through solids, liquids, and gases

Secondary wave S + Type of body wave
+ Second to arrive (slower)

= Ground motion is perpendicular
to direction of wave travel.

* Travels through solids but not liquids

Surface wave L # Travels along Earth's surface
* Last to arrive (slowest)

+ Ground moticn is a rolling action,
like ripples on a pond.




