Plate Tectonics

Theory of Continental Drift

1. The Jigsaw Puzzle Fit

¢ The Continental Drift Theory
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Evidence for Continental Drift PRESENT DAY

e There were matching geologic features, such as:

e i. mountain ranges and rocks
ii. matching fossils (representing species that could
not Cross oceans)
iii. different climates in the past, such as coal deposits
in Antarctica, which is now too cold to support plant
W, life, and evidence of glaciers in parts of Africa, where

amacaere 1t 1S NOW too warm for glaciers to form.

they were once joined.

e Paleoglaciation is a term describing past periods
of extensive glaciations that covered most of the
continent

The distribution of glacial features can be best explained
if the continents were part of Pangaea.
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| Quick Check#1

1. What did Wegener notice about the shapes of continents that led him to suggest that continents were able
to move?

2. List three forms of evidence besides continent shape that gave support to the idea of continental drift,




